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Overview of Aya Town



Philosophyof Aya Town
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Management of the Aya Forest and the Aya BR 
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LucidophyllousForest Zone

Illustration by Pema Wangda
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Dominant tree species:
Fagus crenata, Acer sieboldianum, Carpinuslaxiflora, 
Pinusparviflora, Rhododendron sp.

Dominant tree species:
Abiesfirma, Tsugasieboldii, Pterocarya

rhoifolia

Dominant tree species:
Quercussalicina,  Quercusacuta, Distylium

racemosum

Dominant tree species: 
Quercus gilva, Quercus hondae, 

Castanopsis cuspidate, Castanopsis sieboldii,
Machilus thunbergii

Mt. Kamondake

Mt. Omoridake

1,100 m

Aya 
Minami 
River 

Aya 
Kita 
River

Dominant tree species: 
Castanopsissieboldii, Machilusthunbergii, Litseacoreana, 

Morella rubra, Magnolia compressa

100 m

Natural Vegetation of Aya

Altitude
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Importance of nature in Aya
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The basic policy to conserve and restore Aya forests  
hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ !ȅŀ lucidophyllousŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέ

Restoration to lucidophyllousŦƻǊŜǎǘǎΣ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŜƴ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊέ
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Forest development through public-private partnership
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BR Three conditions to lead to the designation as the Aya BR

The largest natural evergreen broad-leaved forests in Japan

Sustainable town development 

Measures to ensure preservation of forests



11th July 2012 - Aya accepted as UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve

Core Area
682ha

Buffer Zone
8,982ha

Transition Area
4,916ha



Biosphere Reserve
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Local BiodiversityStrategy
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Local unique activities
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Concept building and implementation based on local biodiversity strategy
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The Aya BR Management system consisted of various organizations
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Schedule of activities in Aya BR



Biodiversity conservation

Logistic support

Functions of Biosphere Reserves

Development
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Biodiversity conservation

http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%83%95%E3%82%A1%E3%82%A4%E3%83%AB:Fairy_Pitta_3073.jpg
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%83%95%E3%82%A1%E3%82%A4%E3%83%AB:Fairy_Pitta_3073.jpg
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Logistic support (International network of research, monitoring, training and education)
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Research topic list conducted by the university or research institute in the Aya town
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Development (Increasing human well-being) 



Reforestationin consideration of Biodiversity 
in cooperation with AeonEnvironmental Foundation
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Images of industries coexisting with natureTown development over the past 50 years

air, water, greenery, food, climate

forest ecosystem, culture, history

handmade products made by 
recycling limited resources

soil, organism.. 

Circulation system for groundwater and organic farm products



Thank you!


