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Abstract: What constitutes the best form of conservation has been debated for more than half a century, with various approaches
being pursued. It has been found that previous approaches to conservation involving large-scale, capital-intensive, and centrally
planned conservation models break the ties between local people and nature, with few conservation results to be shown as a result.
Consequently, community-based approaches gained attention during the early eighties, when many governments all over the world
began implementing decentralizing policies and promoting community-based conservation. Yet, studies show that decentralized
schemes result in problems; especially, the lack of financial and human resources in local communities is crucial. Therefore, for
achieving better community-based conservation, such challenges must be addressed. On the other hand, the concept of ecotourism,
which includes “fundraising for conservation, financial benefits for local community, and environmental education”, emerged in the
early eighties, was first suggested as an effective tool to raise funds for nature conservation. Summarizing these discussions both on
community-based conservation and on ecotourism, it is expected that ecotourism could contribute toward meeting the challenge of
community-based approaches by providing financial benefits and educational aspects to local community. This presentation
examines the theoretical hypothesis explained above by focusing on a case of community-based conservation in Cambodia, where
almost 73% of people still live in rural areas and are directly dependent on natural resources. Poverty reduction in rural areas is one
of the primary tasks of the nation, therefore it is essential to balance conservation with the economic development of the local
communities. The results of this case study shows that conservation activities can be supported by financial and human resources as

a result of ecotourism. The methods for evaluating the sustainability of these conservation activities are also discussed.
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