Speech

Protected Area Management and the Role of Ecotourism in Bridging Communities and
Nature
Ralf BUCKLEY

Professor, Griffith University

Mg & B E ZRARITE L L TOFREMREEE T Y—1) XLOERE]
SILT NwH—
)T 4 AKRE #i2

Abstract: Protected areas need political and economic support, both for initial declaration and for ongoing operations and
survival. Recentand currentexamples (e.g. from the USA) show that this applies in developed as well as developing nations.  There
are broad conservation constituencies both globally and nationally, coordinated by environmental non-government organisations
(ENGOs), but their financial resources are limited, and their interests diffuse.  There are also local communities adjacent to most
protected areas, whose contributions for or against conservation depend on immediate economic opportunities. Commonly, these
local residents support parks only if they can earn more money through conservation-based ecotourism, than through resource
exploitation. In many cases there are competing local interests, so protected areas may survive only if those locals who gain from
ecotourism, can assemble greater political power than those who gain from resource exploitation. In some countries and cases,
ecotourism supports conservation at national scale, through contributions to parks agencies. For many others, however, ecotourism
support for conservation operates through the actions and interests of local communities, which thus provide a critical link. For at
least some threatened species, this support is essential for the ongoing survival of wild populations. Case studies and global
calculations for each of these mechanisms will be presented, using published and unpublished data from counties and continents

around the world.
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