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Abstract; Aya town located in Higashi-morokata district, Miyazaki Prefecture, is the home of Japan’s largest natural Lucidophyllous
(evergreen broadleaved) forest. For approximately half a century, we have been leading the way in the utilization of the natural state
of agriculture throughout our, “making the community harmony with nature” program, ahead of other regions. In 1984, we
constructed the Teruha Suspension Bridge to be used as a base and sightseeing location for Lucidophyllous forests. As a result, about
a million people per year visit Aya town, which has contributed to coexistence of nature and industry. In 2005, the Kyushu Forest
Management Bureau of Miyazaki Prefecture, Aya town; Nature Conservation Society of Japan; and the Teruha Forest Association
signed an agreement for the protection and restoration of the “Lucidophyllous Forest of Aya”. The project will contribute to the
promotion of sustainable conservation activities. The local government and 22 local community organisations joined together to
preserve knowledge relating to traditional life and culture. These efforts lead to the registration of the area as the fifth Biosphere
Reserve in Japan in July, 2012, which was 32 years since the last registration. The total registered area is 14,580 hecatares, including
Aya Town, Kobayashi City, Saito City, Kunitomi Town, and Nishimera Village. This includes a 682 ha core area, 8,982 ha buffer
zone, and a 4,916 ha transition area. This is the smallest Biosphere Reserve in Japan. Although the Reserve includes 5 municipal
governments, Aya town is in responsible for the management as it is the only location with a transition area. | aim to highlight the

new efforts, situation and changes that have taken place in Aya town over the last five years of management since its registration.
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