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Abstract: Various local communities in Japan have recently promoted their local natural resources to be designated as “protected
areas.” Protected areas include World Heritage sites, Geoparks, Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS),
Biosphere Reserves (BR), the Agency for Cultural Affairs Japanese Heritage, etc. Local communities’ thought that having a protected
area designation would strengthen local brands, possibly leading to economic regional development. The Japanese government has
focused on becoming a tourism-oriented country since 2003, in order to obtain foreign currency, given Japan’s financial difficulties,
consequently reducing public works budgetary allocations. Despite their efforts, almost all the rural areas throughout Japan are
suffering from depopulation. Consequently, we need to examine whether local development plans regarding protected areas can truly
serve as feasible solutions, and to what extent. Tourism development is certainly not the only solution for local rehabilitation. Based
on research conducted on regional media, such as souvenirs and travel magazines, in Yakushima Island, I intend to address the long-
term impacts of protected area systems on local communities in light of creative destruction (i.e. “development”) and destructive
creation (i.e. “bottlenecks™). Several implications will be presented for the future of protected areas in Japan, including various
“values” of protected areas, as well as their chronological changes. We need to pay careful attention to the potential risks that a
stereotypical administrative approach may have after designation. It may, for instance, lead to the “simplification” of values.
Furthermore, enhancement of transaction costs for the designation, as well as economic effects - including issues of leakages, will
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