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Abstract; Privately protected areas are increasingly recognised as important for global biodiversity conservation. They are critical to
global agendas for an ecologically representative reserve network and whole-of-landscape connectivity. In Australia between 2000
and 2016, the area of Indigenous and privately protected areas increased from less than a million hectares to over 75 million hectares,
and now comprise approximately half of the National Reserve System. Key actors driving this growth include Indigenous and local
communities, conservation NGOs and individual landholders, supported by private companies, philanthropists, researchers,
consultants and governments. | examine the progress in establishing privately protected areas in the Australian State of Tasmania,
with a particular focus on the Tasmanian Land Conservancy and grasslands conservation. Understanding the socio-economic
influences on private land use and management decisions assists government and NGOs to appropriately design and implement
conservation programs in support of local community efforts. The Midlandscapes Program, for example, is a promising collaboration
between government, NGOS and private landholders. I analyse how key elements of this partnership are contributing to its success
in delivering both public and private benefits. | conclude by considering factors that underpin successful governance of privately
protected areas; the challenges of establishing and maintaining public-private conservation partnerships; and the prospects for

privately protected areas in Australia.
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