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Abstract: There is the well-known estimation that at least half of the world’s languages will disappear during the 21st century unless
any measure is taken. Since the 1990s, the concern about these languages has been growing especially among linguists in the Western
countries. On request by these linguists, UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) launched
some projects and has addressed the issue of rapid loss of languages all over the world. Although UNESCO has played the central
role in this problem in the international setting from the early stage, close research on its projects hasn’t been done yet. This study
identifies “form” and “functions in social and natural environment” as the elements for the protection of languages by referring to
linguistic theories. Then it shows the focus of the theories for protecting the endangered languages has shifted from form to functions,
then to environment itself. Finally, considering the above research, this study proceeds to make it clear change and current status of
the projects and international frameworks implemented by UNESCO concerning endangered languages, with the purpose of

suggesting the future direction.
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