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Abstract: Semantic analyses (which included graphical symbols) explored textual communication in YouTube videos about
sustainable design. Comments on top videos in English and Spanish were analyzed to find most frequent words, co-occurrence
between words and topics. Results showed topics like energy and architecture, with notions of system, community, integral
knowledge and a focus on problem solving in both languages. There was an emphasis on the awareness of life in the English
comments, including animals and plants as living beings. In contrast, comments denoting fear oriented it to change. Also, plants
were viewed as part of the environment (including the designed environment), In Spanish, animals were viewed as victims of
injustice, while trees and plants were mostly viewed as raw materials. There was a constant mention of economic and social
barriers in the adoption of sustainable design, in contrast with former studies which have discussed lack of time and apparent
benefits in adopting such methodologies. Our results highlight the value of opinion mining, which can complement findings of

studies conducted through self-reports.
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