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Abstract: Originally a black market area in post-World War II, Ameya Side Street/alley, remains an energetic and lively shopping
location in the central district of Tokyo. The area is always busy and crowded - whether a holiday or not, and bargain sales are still
found there today. You may find small shops that have been there for generations, drug stores starting up, or nation-wide chain stores
in the area. Due to globalization, you find not only Japanese stores, but many foreign owned stores lined up along the street. Besides
clothes, groceries and other daily goods, you can also find a variety of ethnic food, including: Turkish Kebabs or Chinese dumplings.
‘Whilst historical remnants of the black market area remain, an increase in chain stores and foreigners’ activities means that the side
street remains full of liveliness and modern commerce. In this paper, I research the unique charm and characteristics of the street
through the use of landscape observation and listening research methods. I would then like to consider how this data may be used in

the development of the local community.
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