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Abstract: In 2007 UNESCO recognized "community" as an important player and one of the five strategic goals of the World Heritage
Convention. In this study, we tried to clarify the recognition and behavior of local communities near the Shirakami-sanchi Natural
‘World Heritage area. We conducted a questionnaire survey by face to face interviews for 130 local people at Nishimeya village and
Ajigasawa town in Aomori prefecture. In the questionnaire, changes of community's recognition on Shirakami mountains and World
Heritage area before and after the World Heritage nomination are revealed. 70 to 80% of local people answered that they are familiar
and proud of Shirakami mountains and World Heritage. In addition, there is no change in the number of people going to the
mountains before and after World Heritage nomination. They evaluated not only the value of the Outstanding Universal Value and

academic value but also the value of being a place where they live.
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