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Abstract: The Shiretoko Peninsula, areas of which are registered as a natural World Heritage site, is home to a primeval natural
environment. Human activities recorded in the peninsula date back approximately a thousand years, of which the fisheries are still
active today. Ecotours at the tip of Shiretoko, were established several years ago, focusing on the history of kelp fishing, and
presentation of the various impacts of the industry on the wilderness. Through the use of qualitative interviews and surveys, we
have been able to identify and categorise the various perceptions of nature held by the stakeholders of Shiretoko. Results of the
surveys show that locals not only had to take into consideration the wilderness, but also the livelihood of the local communities and
people who utilise the natural resources. In order to better understand conditions faced by local people living in the 'wilderness', we
partook in a kelp fishing expedition in the Akaiwa district at the tip of Shiretoko. The experience made it very clear that local

communities have had to adapt in order to live in Shiretoko's rich but harsh natural environment.
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