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Abstract: In conserving an endangered species, changes in its population size and distribution are critical parameters to monitor.
‘While such monitoring operations were typically conducted by professional researchers, surveys by non-professional members of
the public, commonly known as ‘citizen surveys’, have supplemented professional data collection. However, in cases where
monitoring takes place in mountainous environments, it is known that citizen operations are not always conducted sufficiently to
complement professional research. This is due to additional demands on the participants’ time and physical strength to access sites.
Although we need to recruit participants in order to promote citizen surveys covering such montane areas, challenges in promoting
participation have not been studied in detail. Therefore, we clarified the characteristics of citizen monitoring participants by
comparing them with potential participants, using the endangered Japanese rock ptarmigan (Lagopus muta japonica) monitoring
tours as a case study. We conducted a questionnaire survey from February to October 2017 to three groups: 1) ptarmigan monitoring
tour participants, 2) those interested in ptarmigan conservation, and 3) recreational hikers to compare each group’s views towards

citizen-based monitoring tours. In this poster presentation, we will present the results of the questionnaire survey.
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