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Abstract: With the advent of smart phones, the taking of photographs has become a normal activity by members of the public.
Through the sharing of photographs via the internet or SNS, we are able to communicate what we have seen to a broad audience.
However, as taking and sharing photographs becomes easier, people tend to choose subjects that are easy to take or have a good
reputation. In other words, the subject value has become biased. The same thing can be said about landscapes. When the value of a
landscape is biased, prior diverse historical values found by professional landscape photographers may be diminished or lost. In order
to address this issue, the aim of our study was to examine the diverse values of landscapes. For this purpose, we analysed landscape
photographs found in photobooks from national parks, identified the features of landscape perception, and clarified the changes. We
used the photographs of landscapes that represented Japan, or national parks, with a focus on Nikko National Park, which is
characterized by a great diversity in both natural and cultural landscapes. The results are as follows: 1) 1950s to 2010s represented
the largest ratio of forest subjects in photographs. 2) From the 1990s, there was a decrease in the representation of cultural-based
subjects (cultural resources, artificial objects other than cultural resources, and people). In summary, the ratio of cultural objects
included in photography has decreased. It may therefore be concluded that the cultural aspects of Nikko National Park do not draw

the same level of attention as before.
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