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The opportunity of a lifetime at COP15, Montreal

Through my internship with IUCN-J, | had
the very lucky and fruitful opportunity to
attend the Conference of Parties (COP15),
United Nations Biodiversity Conference
hosted by the Convention on Biological
Diversity in Montreal, Canada from
December 2™ till December 20". At COP15 |
had the opportunity to meet amazing people
from all over the world, with different
backgrounds, who are working to restore
harmony with nature. | was also able to
interact with professionals who have
dedicated their lives to preserving and
enhancing biodiversity. This was especially
important for me as | too want to do similar
work in the future.

During the event, | was able to take notes
on Contact Groups and Working Groups
where negotiators from each country
discussed each target set by the Global
Biodiversity Framework. | gained a lot of
insight into how political factors drive almost
all aspects of life today, including nature and
biodiversity. | also had the opportunity to hear
people from many Indigenous peoples speak
about our fundamental connection with
nature. At COP15 | was inspired, challenged
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Master’'s Program in Biology, Degree Programs in Life and Earth Sciences M2

and educated!

After countless hours of research, debate
and consultation between countries, the
ambitious Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework was adopted. As a
Global Youth member, | also had the

opportunity to voice my own opinion for the
Indian National Media (Press Trust of India)
through an interview about what youth

process
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At the High-Level Segment with Mr. Teppei Dohke of IUCN-) who has guided me through the whole
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expects from COP15 (https://theprint.in/
world/our-future-our-voice-what-indias-
youth-want-from-cop15-3/1266795/). This
internship opportunity has positively
impacted me and has also opened many
doors for my future environmental career. |
would recommend it to every young
passionate environmentalist!
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How can we engage with forests?
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Efforts of nature conservation in Ogasawara Islands,

a World Natural Heritage Site
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#05 Biodiversity Policy Division, Nature Conservation

Bureau, Ministry of the Environment
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Thinking about policy from work as a
coordinator in the forest and forestry sector
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Importance of the youth in Japan contributing

Ragini Sarmah Master's Program in Biology, Degree Programs in Life and Earth Sciences M2

As a part of my short-term internship, | got to
work alongside a local NPO based in Tsukuba
— Tsukuba Kankyou Forum (D<K [FEREB 7+ —
Z.1). This internship lasted for ten days, over
the course of 10 months.

In addition to monitoring Satoyama landscape
in and around Tsukuba, this NPO also
organizes local activities and events to
promote local communities living alongside
nature. Through this internship, | had the
opportunity to immerse myself in activities of
the Satoyama Initiative at Katsuragi Ryokuchi
forest of Tsukuba and assisted in various
activities. Some were vegetation assessments
(project by Dr. Obata, a former member of the
Ibaraki Nature Museum), which allowed me to
enhance my ability to spot and recognize
plants (native and non-native) and also
recognize the changes in flora with seasonal
changes. Beyond plant distribution
assessments, | also assisted in monitoring owl
activities in that area by checking the artificial
owl nests placed by the NPO that promoted
owl activity in that area by giving them shelter.
As someone who studies forests, | have always
enjoyed having opportunities to spend time in
forests and in nature. So, these activities were
a great learning experience for me in a field

#08

that | have always been interested in.

But beyond that, there was something
unexpected that | gained from this internship. |
assisted the NPO in several ‘Satoyama Sanpo’
nature walks, which consisted of many
enthusiastic children taking a walk around the
Satoyama landscape and learning about
plants, animals, insects, etc. Through this
experience, it was very refreshing and positive

to see the huge musEE™ * ﬂ T}
interest young P'l i- A
children had in f

nature. | was / I ‘ !

pleasantly
surprised by how
much knowledge
kids already had
and how much
more they were
willing to learn
about nature. | am
also very grateful
for the Forum to
have given me
opportunities to
share nature facts
about my own
home country —
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Checkin owl nests fractivy and/or eggs.

to local environmental initiatives : Internship
experience at Tsukuba Kankyou Forum

India, with these young children who joined the
walks. This led me to develop a new-found
interest of promoting nature conservation
among youth in Japan. Thanks to this
experience, | am now able to contribute more
to nature conservation youth activities within
Japan and promote the Satoyama concept of
‘Living in harmony with Nature'.
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Ten days to think about “roles”
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Meet the Black Bears at Picchio
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Mahanayakage Chamindha Anuruddha

Doctoral Program in Geosciences, Degree Programs in Life and Earth Sciences D3

| came to the Picchio Wildlife Research
Center to make a good contributions research
work and | felt, | did my best. Also Center’s
contribution and support to me was great. So if
you are now reading through and wondering
whether you should do the internship, from my
personal point of view, the answer is absolutely
yes. In the very first day of the Center, it
became my home and the people became my
family members.

The Picchio Center was very peaceful and
surrounding area was amazing with
mountains, rivers and beautiful landscape. In
this internship, | got chance to grab knowledge
about amazing ecosystem, bears and research
techniques and it is incredibly great reward for
me.

So how does it work?

There was a daily routine in the place and
specific responsibilities were there to each
intern. Picchio staff members were responsible
to release and miss capture bears as soon as
possible. | got chance to join and that was very
interesting experience for me. At the same time
we took measurements, collected blood
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samples, hair samples and other
morphological data and climatic data of the
area. On our way to field trips, members of
Picchio shared their experiences and
knowledge about wildlife in surround area.
Also we discussed human wild life conflict
issues in Sri Lanka as well. In this internship, |
could grab a lot of knowledge about Japan
wildlife, their research techniques and also the
culture. In Picchio, | met with an accident and
that time they helped me a lot and | give my
special thanks to all the staff members there. In
Autumn, | visited it in my second time and at
that time the place was very beautiful and
colorful. At that time | got different experience
and knowledge about behaviors of bears and
research works. Night patrols were very
interesting and enjoyable. | gained
unforgettable experience and knowledge for
my life during this internship. There is no dull
moment in the Research Center and | have
initially stayed for 10 days and | felt it was not
long enough and | was not yet ready to say
goodbye to that beautiful place.

With miss capture bear in forest
Photo: Amelia Hiorns (Picchio Wildlife Research Center)
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